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State to Expand 
Environmentally Programs 


In July of this year, Governor Swift signed a new 
Executive Order, #438, creating a multi-agency 
council on State Sustainability. The initiative is 
designed to promote and coordinate state agency 
activities, practices, and programs that minimize or 
eliminate negative environmental impacts. The 
Executive Order also establishes a framework for 
the common vision of sustainability. 


The following environmental issues will be 
examined as part of this initiative: waste prevention 
and recycling; energy; greenhouse gas reductions; 


water conservation; sustainable design and 
construction; alternative fuels; environmentally 
preferable purchasing; toxics use _ reduction; 


mercury reduction and resource conservation. A 
State Sustainability Council made up of sixteen 
state agencies and offices will coordinate the 
program. 


LOGAN AVIAN 
S 

( . a) TIDBITS 
(< Keep your eyes open! 
y The snowy owls and 
AS <x ff snow buntings often 
SS Se, begin arriving at Logan 
‘tu Airport in mid- 

November. 


A red-tailed hawk made a surprise visit to the 
American Airlines Cargo building in early 
November. Norman Smith with the Blue Hills 
Audubon Society was called by American 
Airlines to rescue the hawk. Mr. Smith enticed 
and captured the hawk with a caged pigeon. To 
Mr. Smith’s surprise, the hawk was banded. It 
was the same hawk he had banded three weeks 
earlier in the Blue Hills. 
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Conley is 
Next for 1% wan 
EMS . 
Development 





The Conley Container Terminal will be the next 
Massport facility to develop and implement an 
Environmental Management System (EMS). The 
EMS will allow Massport to assess the impacts of 
activities at Conley on the environment. The EMS 
will be based on the ISO 14001 standard. 


An Implementation Team has been established. 
The team is made up of individuals from various 
Massport departments. The team will work on the 
development of the EMS over the next several 
months and then begin implementing the system. 


ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY LIGHT BULBS 


You can replace your incandescent bulbs with 
Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFL) that now meet 
the Energy Star criteria. The criteria include: long- 
life; energy savings; start time; color and brightness. 
Life Cycle costs of CFL are typically much less 
expensive than incandescent bulbs. 


There have not been many changes to the 
incandescent light bulb since it was created in 1879. 
Only 10% of the energy used by these bulbs 
contributes to light, the rest generates heat. 


Advanced technology enables a CFL to use 75% 
less energy than standard incandescent bulbs and 
last up to 10 times longer. Therefore over the life of 
one CFL you would have used thirteen incandescent 
bulbs. This greatly reduces electricity costs and 
labor costs to change bulbs. 


For more information on CFLs and other Energy 
Star products go to www.energystar.gov. 


REGULATORY 
REMINDER 


In accordance with the Code of 
Massachusetts Regulations 
(CMR) all underground storage 
tanks, excluding consumptive 
use heating oil and_ tanks 
associated with emergency 


generators, must be reconciled 
daily. 


The regulation found at 527 
CMR_ 9.05(E) states, “The 
operator of every new and 
existing storage facility shall 
prepare, reconcile, and maintain 
daily inventory records for each 
tank...” 


This is necessary to ensure that 
facilities are aware of any 
possible leaks from tanks. This 
daily inventory must be 
reconciled monthly to make 
sure there is no significant loss 
of product. 





DECONSTRUCTION 


Deconstruction 
is a way to 
recover more 
high-value 

materials from 
old _ buildings. 





This process involves 
selectively dismantling — or 
removing materials from 
buildings. 


Deconstructing as opposed to 
demolishing can recover 
commodities such as wood 
waste and structural brick as 
well as windows, cabinets and 
trim. There are businesses 
involved in the resale of used 
building materials. In addition, 
charitable organizations such as 
Habitat for Humanity may be 
able to use these materials. 


DEP Issues 
Final Ozone-Smog 
Forecast For the Year 


The Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) issued its final air quality 
forecasts for the year. This 
season there were 29 days 
recorded as exceeding federal 
ozone standards. 


Most of the harmful ozone is 
created when hydrocarbons, 
mainly from gasoline and 
solvents, chemically react on 
hot, sunny days with nitrogen 
oxides that are produced when 
fuels are burned. 


The DEP started its seasonal 
daily forecasts on May 1%. 
Since that day ground-level 
ozone or smog exceeded the 
national health standard at one 
or more monitors across the 
state on 29 days. This summer 
was __ hot and _—_ frequent 
southwesterly winds carried 
more ozone-causing pollution 
into the state. 


Smog can cause coughing, nose 
and throat irritation and even 
chest pains. It can make lungs 
function less efficiently and 
make people more susceptible 
to respiratory illness. 


EnviroQuestion 


Question: What U.S. city has the 
worst per capita sprawl problem? 
Answer in the next issue. 





Quarter 3 Question: What 
groups are most at risk when 
ozone levels are qualified as 


unhealthy? 


Answer: Sensitive groups: 
children, adults who work or 
exercise outdoors and people 
with respiratory problems. 





FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 


Your Wood Stove or 
Fireplace 





Some wood burning appliances 
and fireplaces emit large 
quantities of air pollutants. 
Wood smoke contains hundreds 


of chemical compounds 
including nitrogen oxides, 
carbon monoxide, organic 


gases, and particulate matter. 
Besides the visual impact of 
wood smoke, many of these 
compounds can cause serious 
health problems. 


Regulations 


The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has developed 
certification requirements that 
govern the manufacture and sale 
of wood heaters. Certified 
stoves tend to give off fewer 
pollutants. 


What can you do? 


Consider replacing your 
older wood-burning 
appliance with a new, 
cleaner burning, EPA 
certified wood stove 


Install a catalytic combustor 


Use wood that has been spilt 
and dried for at least six 
months 


Make sure that the smoke is 
properly vented to the 
outside 


Do not burn garbage, trash 
or treated woods (plywood 
or pressure treated) 


Have your chimney cleaned 
and inspected regularly 


Taken from EPA Region I web page 
questions archive 


